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Industry Leadership: Investment in Early Childhood Education
An Overview of Engagement in Bartholomew County, IN
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Through the Economic Opportunities through Education by 2015 (EcO15) initiative, industry is actively engaged in investment in and alignment of education to careers in Advanced Manufacturing, Healthcare, and Hospitality/Tourism by articulating its need for knowledgeable and skilled employees. Working in partnership with education and community foundation leaders, industry representatives are actively engaged in identification and development of curriculum
intended to ensure an educated citizenry.

This economic development strategy includes a deep concentration in early child education in Bartholomew County.  

The County has a strong commitment to education and is home to many advanced manufacturing companies including the global headquarters of Cummins Inc. (a Fortune 250 company). With the leadership of industry, the county has raised, leveraged and invested more than $150 million in private and grant funds over the past ten years to support alignment of the secondary and post secondary system with its economy. Investment includes curriculum, technology, and facility infrastructure. HOWEVER, to meet the long-term needs of the community and region, a strategy is being deployed to invest in the youngest citizens.

The Goal:  All children enter into kindergarten socially, emotionally, and cognitively prepared for a lifetime of successful learning.

In defining Bartholomew County’s approach to align policy and investment, a partnership of industry and education leadership has led to the development of the goal, worked with partners to design a framework for action, and supported efforts to develop a county-level project and funding plan for the next three to five years.

Results:

Industry provided experts in the use of quality tools to work with educators in determining the most effective and efficient way to organize and deliver high quality 
pre-k programming in the county.

A consortium of the county’s education, industry, and community foundation leaders has formed to provide guidance and support to the launch of the pre-k pilot program.  Ultimately, it is the desire of the consortium to ensure all children whose parents wish to enroll their children in a high quality pre-k program are able to do so in the county.

Industry, community foundation, and private foundation leaders have worked with education leaders to secure local and state funding for the pre-k pilot that serves sixty students (2010) with a plan of expanding to 150 students the following year (2011). 
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